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Question 

 

One of the requirements for the supply terminals is that there shall be no risk of accidental contact  between  
live parts and accessible metal parts. This is tested with  the 8 mm free wire. One wire of a stranded 
conductor is left free and bent in  every  possible  direction  without  making  sharp  edges. The  construction 
shown  in  the  picture 1  or  2   have  already  been  certified  according  to  the standard IEC 60998-2-1. 
Figure 3 is a modified option. The pictures show  some of the  ways  of  how  to  carry  out  this test. In each 
case the conductor is fully inserted into  the  terminal. Which figure(s) is (are) the correct interpretation of the 
requirements? 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

Figures 1, 3 and 4 are the correct way to perform the test. Figure 2 is not a correct way - both wires have to 
be stripped 8 mm. 

 

 

 

 

Explanatory notes 

--- 

 

 


